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An Example of the Sections Necessary to Develop Your Purpose and Questions
This example is adapted from Ivankova, N. K. (2105). Mixed methods applications in action research:  From methods to community action.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage (pp. 169-170).

Purpose 
The purpose of this MMAR study is to assess the effectiveness of the university support structures designed to assist community college transfer students at a 4-year public institution in the southeastern United States.

Rationale
The rationale for integrating the quantitative and qualitative strands is to provide a more complete evaluation of the new university support structures for community college transfer students to facilitate a smoother transition.
  
Why Important
It is important for the university understand how to effectively reach community college transfer students and offer support to help them successfully transition to the university environment. 

Background 
Community college students face many challenges when they transfer to a large university.  Some of these challenges include poor study skills and trouble integrating socially.  These issues often lead to low grades and dropping out of school.

Research questions 
The purpose of research questions is to “narrow the study purpose to specific questions that researchers seek to answer in the research project” (p.106). Mixed methods action research questions should be focused on exploring an issue and/or identifying practical solutions to an issue.  

Integrated MMAR Question
How effective are university support structures designed to assist community college transfer students at a 4-year public institution in the southeastern United States?
Note that this is a broader, overarching question than the quantitative and qualitative questions and encompasses and integrates both the quantitative and the qualitative strands of the study.


Quantitative Strand Research Question 
Is the difference between the use of the university support structures designed to assist community college transfer students and these students’ GPAs?

Research Hypothesis
There is a difference between the GPA of community college transfer students who use the university support structures and those who do not use the support structures.

Qualitative Strand Research Question
What are the community college transfer students’ experiences with the university support structures that are designed to assist them?

Note that in the conclusion, the findings would be integrated to give a more well-rounded perspective of what happened
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